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HOUSE OF CARDS 


FADE IN: CLOCK - 9:59:58 

SUPER EDWARDS SET 

(DOLLY IN ON EDWARDS - 7 SEC, - 

LIGHT CUE ~ TAKE OUT SUPER) 

EDWARDS : 

Good evening everybody, coast to 
coast, This is Douglas Edwards. 
Tonight ... a story whose start- 
ling truth is too little known... 
too little understood, A story 
without an end ... repeating it- 
self time and time again. Its 
framework is an American industry 
that grosses thirty billion dol- 
lars a year. For most of uS we. 
it sells a harmless diversion... 
a passing thrill. But for others 
weefOr too many others,..It is a 


relentless destroyer. 


DISSOLVE TO: LIMBO 
(DEALER'S HAND DEALING CARDS TOWARD 
CAMERA, EXPERTLY) 
In just a few moments.,."HOUSE OF CARDS"... 


SUPER ARMSTRONG FILM - S.0O,.F,. 35mm 
eon the ARMSTRONG CIRCLE THEATRE, 


GO THRU TO FILM (INST. :44) 
COMMERCIAL I - TAPE 1:15 


FADE IN FLIP: A,C, THEATRE 


ACT ONE 
DISSOLVE TO; FILM EDWARDS: (VO) 
(LONG SHOT OF America gambles. 


CROWD STREAMING 
INTO RACE TRACK THRU 
GATES ) 


(CHANGE MACHINE AT ‘The stakes? 


CASHIER'S COUNTER Thirty billion dollars 
.«eLN GAMBLING a year? A sum almost 
CASINO CLOSEUP one half the Federal 
ON HUNDREDS OF budget. 


COINS SPINNING 
AND CLATTERING AS 
MACHINE COUNTS THEM) 


(PAN TO WOMEN AND The players? Almost 
MEN LINED UP AT everyone. 
COUNTER FOR What do they bet on? 


CHANGE OF BILLS, 
LARGE STACK OF BILLS 
ARE NEXT TO CASHIER'S 
HANDS ) 


(DICE SHOOTING OUT 
OF MAN'S HAND ON'LO 
BLANKET) 


(CLOSEUP, BINGO 
BALL BASKET MACHINE 
AS IT TURNS AND 
THEN NUMBERED BALL 
POPS OUT) 


(CLOSEUP - CANASTA 
GAME IN PROGRESS) 


(PLAYER ANXIOUSLY 
COAXING PINBALL 
MACHINE PERILOUSLY 
CLOSE TO A TILT) 


(CRAP GAME ON) 


DISSOLVE TO: HOWARD'S 


DINING ROOM 
(SEATED CLOCKWISE 


EDWARDS: (VO) (Cont'd) 
Everything. 


Games of chance. 


Games of skill. 


All kinds of skill. 


Only one thing is 
certain. Sooner or 


later.,.everybody loses... 


But for six million people 


hope never dies, For them, 


HOWARD, ALLEN, 
MARVIN, WALTER, ED. 
HOWARD IS SHUFFLING) 


(CLOSEUP OF HOWARD 
AS ED CUTS FOR HIM 
AND HE BEGINS TO 
DEAL) 


(ALL PICK UP HANDS) 
(STUDY CARDS ) 
(FOLLOWING DIALOGUE 
NOT HEARD) 
ALLEN: 
Open. 
(PUTS IN CHIPS ) 
MARVIN: 
Not for me,,,Thanks, 
(FOEDS ) 
WALTER: 
I'm in, (CHIPS IN) 


EDWARDS: (VO) (Cont'd) 
the next game will be the 


big one, The killing. 


To everyone...-this man 
is the perfect citizen, 
A hard worker. A good 


family man. 


Yet, within him ,.. 

there is a fatal flaw. 

In the next few months... 
this man will fall into 
the grip of a terrible 
addiction. He will be- 


come still another ... 


compulsive gambler, 
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1-4 
REVISED 2/16 
ED: 
I'll keep it honest, 
(CHIPS IN) 
? HOWARD: 
(VERY GAY AS HE CHIPS IN) 
You're all wasting your time. 
(PICKS UP THE DECK) 
Who wants what? 


ALLEN : 
(TOSSES OUT ONE CARD) 
A fat one, please. EDWARDS: (V.0.) 
(AFTER CRAWL) 
A friendly game of cards. 
A game played by mide « 
Among them,., these men ... 
HOWARD: | 
(FEEDS A CARD) ~ Howard Keller. 
The man's feeling Occupation... Real Estate 
strong. Broker ... (PAUSE) 
WALTER: 


(DISCARDS TWO) 
Quiet, please... 
I'm concentrating. 
HOWARD: 
(AS HE DEALS TWO) 


Marvin Rauch, stock 


It's no pair, Walter, 
eee “+ proker. (Pause) 


aR See 
REVISED 2/16 


ED: EDWARDS: (V.0.) 
(DISCARDS TWO) Edward Holmby, 
Maybe for me, Pediatrician. (PAUSE) 


(HOWARD DEALS TWO ... DISCARDS 

ONE FOR HIMSELF AND DEALS ONE 

CARD, THE MEN STUDY THEIR HANDS) 
HOWARD: 


How do you feel now, Al? 


ALLEN: Allen Snyder, Advertising 
I feel like a pass. Agency Executive, (PAUSE) 
WALTER: 


Second the motion. 
ED: 
(PUTS IN A CHIP) 
Not this time, 
HOWARD: 
I'll see it. 
(PUTS IN A CHIP) 
ALLEN: 
(COVERS THE BET,) 
I'm still here. 
WALTER : 
(FOLDING) Walter Girard, Attorney. 
Goodbye. 
(FOLLOWING DIALOGUE IS HEARD) 


ED: 
One more. 


(ADDS A CHIP) 


HOWARD : 
(PUTS IN CHIPS) 
One...and one more, Let's get 
the fish back in the aquarium, 
ALLEN: 
(FOLDS ) 
It's too hot for me, 
HOWARD :. 
Suits me fine, Didn't I ever 
tell you my past? I used to 
work on a Mississippi river 
boat. I was a dealer, How 
about it, Ed boy? You haven't 
got it, have you? 
ED: 
(THROWS IN THE CHIPS) 
Let's see what you've got. 
HOWARD : 
You calling? 
ED: 
I'm calling. 
(HOWARD LAYS OUT HIS HAND) 
HOWARD : 
Jack high straight. 
(ED TOSSES AWAY HIS CARDS) 
(ALLEN PICKS UP DECK) 


MARVIN: 


You drew to an inside straight. 


HOWARD: 
Not in a hundred years, I was 
open on both ends, ‘That's why 
you're a chronic loser, Marvin. 
You don't know the odds, 
(SOUND: PHONE) 
An inside straight is a sucker 
play. 
(AS ALLEN SHUFFLES THE CARDS ) 
Take the glue off your fingers. 
MARVIN: 
Watch out boys. Howard's in 
his manic mood, He's winning, 
(SOUND: PHONE) 
WALTER: 
Get the phone, will you? 
ED: 
What happened to the beer? 
HOWARD: 
(RISE, X TO PHONE) 
Help yourself, I told Irene 


to pack the refrigerator, 


(ED X TO KITCHEN FOR BEER) 
HOWARD: (Cont !d) 
Don't deal without me, 
(WALTER X TO BUFFET FOR FOOD) 
ALLEN: 
Don't I know better, 


CUT TO FOYER 
HOWARD: 
HELLO oe) WNO vee YOR wee HE'S 
here, Just a minute please, 
(TURNING) 
Ed, 
(ED X TO PHONE) 
Look, if it's a patient ... 
you're not going. Don't for- 
get. It's early yet. 
(HOWARD X'S TO DINING ROOM - 
WALTER PASSES POPCORN, X'S U.S.) 
EDs 
Sure, Howard. Hello...yes, 
this is Dr. Holmby...oh yes, 
Mrs. Kogut...1 see,..what's 


his temperature.... 


CUT TO DINING ROOM 
HOWARD: 
She'11 tell him two hundred. 
ED: 
Well, don't worry ... I'll be 
over as soon as I can ... no 
more than fifteen minutes... 
goodbye. 
(HANGS UP, X'S IN TO HIS PLACE) 
Sorry, Howard, 
(WALTER GETS JACKET, MARVIN RISES, 
PUTS ON JACKET, ED HANDS HIM CHIPS) 
HOWARD: 
You sure you don't arrange these 
phone calls? I mean ... how 
come every time we've got a good 
game goin! eos you get pulled 
out by one of these strategic 
emergencies? 
(HANDS ED MONEY FOR CHIPS) 
ED: 
Don't be such a cynic. 
(X'S TO CLOSET IN FOYER FOR HAT 
AND COAT) 


